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5 Groups of Chinese Adjectives
You're Probably Using Wrong

duan ai

1.5 VS %

[ Explanation 1]

“4#%” can be used to say the height of someone or something. The antonym of “4&” is

Examples:

W6 bi didi ai, didi bi wo gao.
B LE BB, HHL B 5.

Ta zhu zai pangbian na ge ai fangzi li, wo zhu zai zhé dong gao 16u li.

fit £ % B8 BTIEEBEFE BEE X % 5 #E

[ Explanation 2 ]

=]

= .

However, “48” is usually used to describe the duration of time or the length of an object. The

antonym of “48” is “I”.

Examples:

Zheé tido kuzi you dian duan, you chang yidianr de ma?

X FHEFE R OB B K —xJL OB
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WO zhe ci chu chai de shijian hén duan, liang tian hou wo jiu hui lai le.

B OXXRHE £ WNE R B W X B H MO XT.

Ni bié kan dianshi kan tai chang shijian le.

iR 53 & BM & KX K WH 7T,

Second Group

lZo  jiu
Z VS |H
[ Explanation 1]
The English for “&” and “|H” are both old. However, they are used differently in Chinese.
“2Z” is usually used to say the age of a person or a living being.
Examples:

Yéye lao le, téufa dou bai le.

FF 27, Xk #8887,

Zhe zhi gou tai lao le, ta yijing laode zoubudong le.

X R XY, EER BE EfF T,

[ Explanation 2 ]

When “Z” is used to describe relationship or things that have existed for a long time or

from the past, it comes with certain emotions of nostalgia.

Examples:

W0o zai kaféiting yudao le ji ge lao tongxué.
B & T &3 T E B
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Shanghai you hén dud piaoliang de lao fangzi.

£E AR &2 ExR B2 Bf

Xia ge yue, wode yi ge lao péngyou hui lai Béijing kan wao.

T TR B -T2 B =Kk ItR F .

[ Explanation 3 ]

“IB” is usually used to say non-living things that have changed in appearance because of

wear—out or time.

Examples:

Mama ba jiu yifu songgéi le you xayao de rén.

B EHKR #E 7T HF FE M A

Wodde shouiji tai jiu le, wo xiang huan ge xin de.

B O FUXEBT, BB OB, TH A

Ni z€énme kanqilai zhéme 1&i?
A fR Ba BERXR Xoa £?

W& zuijin zai bang yi ge lao péngyou ban jia.
B &= & # — 1T 2 Bk W =

Ta yao likai ShenZhén le ma?
At B BT OORYI T 18?2
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Dui. Sudyi wd bang ta maile hén dud jiu jiaju.

B: x5, ATBA & # b £7 R % |[HXRE.

Third Group

pang féi
B VS BE

[ Explanation ]

In Chinese, we usually use “B” to describe people but use “BE” to describe animals.

If you say someone is very “JE”, then it will sound very sneering and derogatory.

Examples:

Zhé ge rén hén pang.

X A RO

W6 baba nianging deshihou hén shou, danshi xianzai téebié pang.

B B8 TR MNRER R & B MWE HA K

Zhé zh1 mao zénme zhéme féi?

X R Ba Xa E?

Zhe kuai rou tai féi le, wo bu xiang chi.

X R A XET, BA 8 Iz
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rée tang
VS Z

[ Explanation ]

“M” is usually used to say a high temperature that’s still bearable by humans. “32” is hotter

than “F”. “&” is usually used to say a very high temperature that’s unbearable and could
hurt or injure someone.

Examples:

Tianqi hén re.
XS5 R A,

Shui hén tang, ni déng yihuir zai hé ba, buran nide shétou kénéng hui shou shang.
K OR R R F—SIBBIE AR N FX 7k & ¥ 7

Tianqi tai léng le, wo xiang hé yi béi ré shui.

RR K R7T,H 8 B-—MA K

gaoxing kuailé
B VS R

[ Explanation 1]

“IRIR” and “&3%” both mean happy, but in Chinese, they are slightly different.

“IRR” is usually used in blessings to say happy or content with one’s life.
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Examples:

Shéngri kuaile!

*£H RR!

Chanjié kuailé!

&P RER!

Shéngdan kuaile!

it RR!

W6 xiwang ni méi tian dou guode hén kuailé.
B RE R 8 X #

g5 R RER

[ Explanation 2 ]

[13

=347 is usually used to say happy, excited, in a good mood about something.
Examples:

W0 hén gaoxing renshi ni.
B R S AR R,

Tamen zudtian wande hén gaoxing
o] FER

s R’ A

it

=

Tingshuo ni yao lai, women quanjia dou hén gaoxing.
035t

fRE K, ]

EX # R &%
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Lili, zhu ni shengri kuailé!

A: TEEE, SR EH RER!

Xiexie! Kuai ging jin.
B: & R FE .

Zhé shi wo songgéi nide liwu, xiwang ni xihuan.
AX B & AL, KE R EW.

Ni tai keqi le!' Ni néng lai wo yijing hén gaoxing le.

BIIRXES T! IR B8 KB BE R =X 7T,

Exercise

Choose the right word to fill in the blanks:
W0 xiwang wode haizi néng kuailé de zhangda. ( gaoxing  kuailé )

13 #HE B ZF & RE M KK, ( &%  ®RE)

Baba shud yao dai wo qu youléyuan, wd hén gaoxing. ( gaoxing kuaile )

2288 WM B T H X RE, B R X ( &% ®RER)

Baba de shafang li ydu hén dud jiu sha. ( 1do  jit)

BSEEMN HEEF R 2 HH. (£, B)

Jintian xiawl, wo yao qu jian yi ge 1o péngyou. ( lao  jit )

45K TF HRE ZRA—1T 2 Bk, (£ IH)
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W0 nainai ba jiali de zha yangde tébié féi. ( pang féi )

5.% ih EXREMN ¥ FF WA B, ( B B)

Ta suiran hén pang, danshi hén linghué. ( pang féi)

6. 2 R B, B R RE. ( B, B)

Waimian tairé le. (ré tang)
7. SMNE KB 7T, (BB, &)

Guob hén tang, bié yong shou mo, xidoxin shou shang. (ré  tang )
8.% R % % A F E IO B H, (B &)

Tade gézi youdianr ai.  (ai  duan)

o. fitkY ™ F BRI B, (%, &)

Zhé tido qunzi tai duanle. (& duan)

0.2 % BF X ®2E 7, (% #8®)
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