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Colloquial V.S. Textbook Chinese Pronunciation

iX: zhé/zhéi

In most cases, you can pronounce it as “zhéi” or “zhe”, for example,
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: zhege/zheige this
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LE: zhexie/zheixié these

*: zhéyang/zheiyang this way

: zheébian/zheibian this way

Xt F5: zhe difang/zhei difang this place
1X¥4~: zhé haizi/zhei haizi this kid

But for “JXE” and “IX“A”, you can only say “zheli” and “zhéme”.
IXEE: zhell here

RS

X/ zhéme so

#B: na/nei

Apart from “na”, you can often hear “nei” in spoken Chinese, for example,

AB™: nage/neéige that

ABLE: naxié/neixié those

BB#E: nayang/neiyang that way

BB1: nabian/neibian that way
A6 5: na difang/nei difang that place
BB#Z+F: nahaizi/néi haizi thatkid

Note that for “BBEE” and “HBA”, we usually say “nali” and “name”.
ABEE: nall there
ABA: name so

B: na/néi
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The third word “B}” has two pronunciations, “nd” and “néi”. When “Hp” is followed by a measure word,
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“ xn

you can pronounce it as either “nd” or “néi”, for example,

DAF1™: ndge/néige which one
DAR{\Z: ndwei/néiwei whois it
IIB-X: natian/néitian which day

PFLE: naxié néixie which

« M0

Note that you have to pronounce it as “nd” in two situations.
Situation 1: When “Iff” is used instead of “IBfEE”, for example,

Ni zhu zai nar?
{R{ETEMHE)L? Where do you live?

Ni nar téng?

{RIB) LZ? Where is it painful?

Situation 2: When “IiB” is used in a rhetorical question to negate something, for example,
W0 bu xin, na you zheyang de shir?

HAME, BEXAEAZE)L? 1don’t believe. Things like this don’t happen.

Yi liang ché na néng zuo de xia zhéme dud rén?
—IRZEMREEARIS N IX A2 A? How could a bus carry so many people?

#: shéi/shui

“IE” has two pronunciations, “shéi” and “shui”. In spoken Chinese, most people tend to say “shéi”, for
example,

Zhe shi shéi de bi?

XEIERIZE? Whose pen is this?

Ni zhidao ta shi shéi ma?

{REDEMZRIES? Do you know who he is?

IR : wei/wéi
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We learned that “I£” can be used to say hello, for example,

Wei, ni qu ndr?
12, {REMF)L? Hello, where are you going?

Wei, ni de gian diao le.
1®, {RAY%%IE 7, Hey, you dropped your money.

But when we make a phone call, 90% of people would say “wéi”, for example,

Wéi, gingwen Li xiansheng zai ma?

182, 1502547087 Hello, may I speak to Mr. Li?

Wéi, mama.

12, 4848, Hello, mom.

—%)L,: yihuir/yihuir

Apart from saying “yihuir”, we also say “yihuir” in daily conversations, for example,

oy

%—=)L: déng yihuir/déng yihuir Wait a sec.

—% )L yihuirjian/yihuirjian ~ See you around.
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