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10 Must-Know Ways to Say "Play…" in Mandarin Chinese

玩儿: to play, play with

They are playing with their children.

Tāmen zài gēn háizimen wánr.

他们在跟孩子们玩儿。

(lit. They are with children playing)

This girl likes to play with dolls.

Zhè ge nǚháir ài wánr wáwa.

这个女孩儿爱玩儿娃娃。

(lit. This girl likes to play with dolls)

打: to take part or compete in a sport, such as basketball, tennis, golf etc.

They are playing tennis.

Tāmen zài dǎ wǎngqiú.

他们在打网球。

(lit. They are playing tennis)

These boys are playing basketball.

Zhèxiē nánháizi zài dǎ lánqiú.

这些男孩子在打篮球。

(lit. These boys are playing basketball)

踢: to take part in a sport that involves using one's feet, such as football, Jianzi, etc.

He played football in high school.
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Tā shàng gāozhōng de shíhou tī zúqiú.

他上高中的时候踢足球。

(lit. He in high school played football)

The kids are playing Jianzi in the yard.

Háizimen zài yuànzi li tī jiànzi.

孩子们在院子里踢毽子。

(lit. The kids in the yard are playing Jianzi)

To say playing an instrument, we use “弹”, “拉”, “吹”, etc.

tán gāngqín

to play the piano: 弹钢琴

tán jítā

to play the guitar: 弹吉他

lā xiǎo tíqín

to play the violin: 拉小提琴

lā dà tíqín

to play the cello: 拉大提琴

chuī dízi

to play the flute: 吹笛子

chuī kǒuqín

to play the harmonica: 吹口琴

播：to play a CD/video/news etc.

TV is playing the news.

Diànshì li zài bō xīnwén.
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电视里在播新闻。

(lit. TV is playing the news)

Let's play the video again.

Wǒmen zài bō yí biàn zhè ge shìpín.

我们再播一遍这个视频。

(lit. We again play one more time the video)

演，扮演: to perform a fictional role in a play, movie, theatre or television production.

She plays a shy woman.

Tā bànyǎn le yí ge hàixiū de nǚrén.

她扮演了一个害羞的女人。

(lit. She plays a shy women)

He played the role of a thief in the movie.

Tā zài diànyǐng li yǎn le yí ge xiǎotōu.

他在电影里演了一个小偷。

(lit. He in the movie played a thief)

下棋：to play a board game

I've only played chess a few times.

Wǒ zhǐ xiàguo jǐ cì xiàngqí.

我只下过几次象棋。

(lit. I've only played a few times chess )

They are playing go.

Tāmen zài xià wéiqí.

他们在下围棋。

(lit. They are playing go)
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装 to play

装死: to play dead

装傻: to play dumb

She taught her dog to play dead.

Tā jiāo tāde gǒu zhuāng sǐ.

她教她的狗装死。

(lit. She taught her dog to play dead)

He just played dumb.

Tā zhǐ shì zhuāng shǎ.

他只是装傻。

(lit. He just played dumb)
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